Istria Climatology                                                                   by Nebojsa Subanovic
Istria peninsula is positioned just in the halfway from North Pole to Equator. The weather is mostly characterized by the mild Mediterranean climate, with warm and dry summers and mild winters. But that’s just a very brief and general description. Situation is, actually, a little bit more complex. There are great differences between Istria inland and coastline. Coastline really has mild Mediterranean climate, but inland has more continental climate. Prove for that is fact that the winter snow in north inland part and measured winter morning temperatures in Pazin about -10 Celsius degrees (Cdg) or lower.

Istria peninsula has from 2000 on the northeast point to 2500 sunny hours (insolation duration) on the south part.
That results in very pleasant average temperatures. Mean annual temperature is from 12 in inland to 15 Cdg on the south point of the peninsula, while in July, these values are from 19 on the north to 23 Cdg on the south part. 

Mean physiological equivalent temperature in January is from -5/0 on the north inland to 0/+4 on the south part, while in July these values are from 18/23 to 29/35 respectively.
Mean annual precipitation is from 800/900 mm/m2 on the south part, over 1100/1200 mm/m2 in mid inland to 1500/1750 mm/m2 on the far northeast point.

Mean sea temperatures are from 9/11 Cdg in winter and up to 24 Cdg during the summertime.

The mean winds in Istria are “jugo” (sirocco) blowing from the southeast, “bura” (bora) blowing from northeast and “maestral” (mistral) blowing from northwest.

Every wind brings the specific type of weather or blows during the specific type of the weather and therefore is used for “forecasting” by local sailors and fishermen for centuries.

These good conditions were the reason and base for habitation in very deep history. First inhabitant artefacts date from Pleistocene, but first planned colonization begun in ancient Greek time continued with ancient Roman colonization.

It is not known who brought grappa but cause of the great climate conditions, this plant became the most important agricultural specie in this region. The evidence of that is lot of, now mostly abandoned, vineyards. 

There are lot of special natural flora and fauna species in Istria, intended to be protected in several one National, one Natural Park and several biological reservates.

To be mentioned is orchid, 50 species of them grow naturally in Istira. 

Along the coastline and on the islands there prevails the landscape with pine trees and green Mediterranean bushes with a great number of holm oaks. Woods covers nearly one third of Istrian territory.
